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himself; in winch case, his expenses continuing,
and his stock being insufficient, he sunk gradually,
and then broke and died poor; in a word, he broke
the heart of his father, wasted what he had, could
never recover it and at last, broke his own heart
too.

But I shall bring it a little further. Suppose
the youth not to act so grossly neither; not to
marry in his apprenticeship; not to be forced to
keep a wife in the dark, and eat the bread he never
got; but suppose him to be entered upon the world,
that he has set up, opened shop, or fitted up his
warehouse, and is ready to begin his trade ; the
next thing, in the ordinary course of the world at
this time, is a wife: nay, I have met with some
parents who have prompted their sons to marry as
soon as they are set up, and the reason they give
for it is the wickedness of the age ; that youth are
drawn in a hundred ways to ruinous matches or
debaucheries; and that it is therefore needful to
marry them to keep them at home, to preserve
them diligent, and bind them down close to their
business.

This, be it just or not, as it possibly may in some
few cases, where the friends take care not only of
finding a wife but a fortune too, to support the
charges that attend wedlock, yet is it generally a
bad cure of an ill disease ; it is too frequently ruin-
ing the young man's fortune to make him sober,
and making him a slave for life to make him dili-
gent. Be it that the wife he shall marry is a frugal,
housewifely woman, and that nothing is to be laid
to her charge but the mere necessary addition .of a
family expense, and that with the utmost modera-
tion, yet at the best, if she bring not a greater sum
than a young beginner usually can expect, he
cripples his fortune, stock-starves his business, and